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Introduction

In previous papers (1,2) prelimipnary results
of a study on the value of clipical symptoms
of leg weakness in relation to ths pathologisal
findings have been presented. At that +time it
was already shown that an acceptable high
percentage of agreement was found between the
clinical and pathological evaluation of the
sgverity of leg uweakness, In this paper futher
infarmation on the influence of the age of the
pig, housing and the value of individual
symptoms is presented.

Material and methods

187 pigs were examined clinically every 4
weeks during fattening. If the plgs were kept
for breeding they were examined cnece about
every 3 months. After slaughter all long bones
were axamined pathologically. A seoring system
of 5 classes of increasing leg weakness and =
or 5 classes of increasing osteochondrosis was
used to investigate the relation betueen the
clinical and pathological findings. The
clinical and pathological scoring systems

have been published previously (1,3).

Results and discussion

Between the clinical and pathological findings
an overall agreement of 41% was found for the
pig as a whole.For the fore legs the percen—
tage of agresement was 58 and for the hind legs
it was 69, For pigs slaughtered betuesen the
age of 150 and 174 -days the percentage of
agreement for the fore legs was 44 and For the
hind legs 67. For pigs betuween 175 and 199
days old the figurss uere 62% and 71%. Betueen
200 and 224 days old pereentages of 42 and 70
for respectively fore and hind legs were found,
For pigs betwsen 225 and 299 days old figures
of 72% and-56% were found. Finally far pigs
more than 300 days old 86% and 77% was found.
It seems that the mistzke made in the clinical
evaluation of leg weakness becomes lsss if the
pig gets older.Even then clinical symptoms
appear to be less severe than the pathological
findings, In the hind legs this increase in
agreement is seen much later than in the fore
legs. Only in pigs of more than 300 days old

2 steady increase is seen to about 90%, an
explanation for this might be the difficulty
to properly ssperats the still aggravating
ones from the more stabalizeg adaptions to the
degree of leg weakness. Althaugh these tuo
might look similar, they should be scored
differently.

It appesred to be important if the pigs wsre
housed individually, on a half slatied concrete
floor, or in groups of 4 an a completely sizt-
ted floor. For the hind legs a clear incresse
in the percentage of agreement between clini-
cal and pathological lesion score was found:
66%For the individually housed plgs and 86%
for the pigs housed in groups of 4, This
¢ifference might be the Tesult of a mors
severe hausing on a completely slatted FieoT;
the fact that pigs housed in groups tend to
nove around more, may also be of importance.
The wvarious symptoms of leg weakness have =11
been examined for their individual value in
the estima n of the degree of leg weakness
in relation fo the pathologieal findings.

In the fore legs lameness proved ta be a vEery
certain prognostic for a ssvere osteochondro-

=

sis. A 100% agreement between the leg weakness

and the osteochondral lssion score, both in
the highest class possible, was found.
Stralght fore legs, considered to be normal,
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showed a 45% agreement with the pathological
lesion score. A slight knock-knee prowved to be
right in 61% and a slight buck-knee in 65%.
Both 2 ssvere knock-knee and 2z severs buck-
knee were not seen often, As expectsd they
showed 100% agreement betueen the leg ueakness
and the osteochondral lesion score. Other rare
symptoms as bandy legs also strongly indicated
at the presence of severe pathological lssians
The percentage of agreement was BH. Weak oas-—
tern were of hardly any value. The percentage
of agreement was 50. The presence of a large
difference in size betusen inner and outer
claw too was of limited value:53%. In the type
of movement af the fore legs, hssides lameness
a shortening of step clearly indicated more
severe pathological lesions. The percentags
Tor this symptom was 92. All other symptoms as
swaying with the fore legs during mouvement and
turning on the claw wsre of hardly any value.
The percentage of agreement varied betueen 43
and 659. In general it could be concluded that
in cases of disagreement the eclinical score
was too favourable.

In the hind legs lameness did not always indi-
cate the presence of severe pathological

‘lesions. The percentage of agreemsnt was 78,

which means that although all these plgs were
considered to have ssvere leg weakness, this
was not confirmed by the pathological findings.
Perhaps the amount of pain, which can not be
included in the patholagical lesian SCOrE, 15
the reason for this finding. Most of the pigs
positioned their hind legs tas far fouard
underneath the body while standing, A 599
agreement was found in these animals hetuesn
the leg weakness and the osteochondral lesion .
scere. Cow-hocked legs were found guite often,
The percentage of agreement for this symptom
was 75. Weak pastern in the hind legs were a
cammon finding. 8 69% agreement was found
betwsen the leg ueakness and the ostsochandrpal
lesiogn score. The same percentage was found

far a distinect difference in size betueen the
inner and the ocuter claw. A normal type of
movement of the hind legs, straight fouards

and backwards without swaying and turning on
the claw, was rarely seen., In those fou cases
the pigs showed pnlyminor pathological lesions.
Swaying and turning on the claw was seen in
most pigs. They showed the uhole range of
pathological lesions. Ths percentage of agree-—
ment was 66. For too much swaying in ths hind
quarters while walking z 69% agreement with

the osteochondral lesion scoTe was found. A
shortening of step and goose-step showed no
higher percentage of agresment than = normal
lang stsep: 66 and 6B% respectively.

From these results it can be
the hind legs no specific sympt i
is of great value as = ibl a
for the severity of the pathological - 1
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