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Trichurissis is usually considered
to be innocuous exerting no sericus threat
to the health of Swine. Clare and Wille
(i851) indicated the presence of Trichuris
infestation in unthrifty hogs showing no
other evidence of disease. They also felt
that swine whipworm may cause heavy losses
to the swine producer. These worms gENEra—
1ly inhabit the caecum of the host and when
present in large numbsrs they cause irrita-
tion resulting in diarrhoea. This is some-—
times accompanied by passage of mucus and
blocd. There is remarkable weight loss and
scmetimes the formation of nodule in the
caecal wall. The effects are likely to be
severe in pigs in age groups of 2 to & months.
(Powers et al.1960).

Balcom & Tood (1960) reported that
1t is a herd disease as it has been recogni-
zed in its clinical state in Wisconsin
Swine over the past decade. They also
cbserved that mortalities were confined to
young pigs a2nd in some instances more than
2/3 ©of a crop succumbed. Each outhreak
cfcourse, has been a direct reflection of
sanitaetion and management afforded on indivie
dual herd. The condition is progressive
within a herd.Inthe beginning, the few ini-
tial mortalicies aleongwith poor growth seldom
provokes the owner for any acticn. As the
herd infection develops over = perisd of
many weeks anc sometimes months, growth
failure becomes apparent. In most of the
cases bloody diarrhoea appears and mortali-
ties increase. On the basis of tentative
diagnosis and treatment, the herd does not
improve. Moreover, when the herd ang its
whipworm £inally achieve a balance, the
surviving pigs censtitute an eccnomic hazard
because they seldom reach market weight at
a profit,

The Tricnuris species are geperally
known as "whipworms” having the anterior
P2rt of the body long anc slender, while
the posterior part much thicker. The hingd
end of the male is curled and there is one
spicule surrounded by a protrusible sheath
which 1s usually srmed with fine cuticular
spines. The vulva in female is situated
3L the beginning of the wider part of the
body. The male is 30-50 mm long and the
female 35-50 mm. The anterior portion forms
about two thirds of the total length. The
spicule is Z2=3,35 mm long with a blunt tip.
Its sheath is variable in shape as well as
in the extent of its spinous armature. The
€095 measure 50-60 by 21-25 A1 (lLapage
1562). The life cycle is direct. The eggs
of swine whipworm Trichuris suis which normal-
ly do not hatch outside the host, may remain
infective for approximately 18 months when
kept in water at room temperature. The
embryonated eges are very resistunt to exter.
nal environment and can survive for upko 6
yezrs in old sties (Hill, 1357). The pigs
acguire the infection by ingesting the eggs.
Hatcning occurs only sfter ingestion (Deo,
1960). The infective eggs produce mature
adults in about 7 weeks after inges=—tion
by pigs (Powers,i960).

Cizgnosis depends on detecticn in
the faeces of the yellow oval eggs, which
have a transparent plug at each enc, and

possibly finding scuit worms which are 2 to

S am long and shaped charscteristically
like a whip, the anterior third being much
thinner than the handle like posterior
(Blood and Hendersomn,1973).

In 1974-75, the malady occurred at AAT
farm in Allshabad (India). 3bout two dozen
pigs stuarted loose motions and lost weight.
They were all in the age group of 2-3 months,
A severe retardation in growth was cbserved
in all of them but loss of appetite was not
observed in any of them rather they were
cating more,The feed was checked but it had
nothing abnormal. The piglets were first
treated with astringents but had no effect.
The tredtment with sulfonemides and antibio-
tics also failed.

When the faecal sample was examined
microscopically, Trichuris eggs were seen
in large numbers in every field revealing
heavy infestation. All the pigs suffering
were transferred to dry sties and all
measures were taken to keep the place hygie-
nic. Daily cleaning of the floor with
phenyle was done. The feeding and watering
was done separately to every piglet. Only
one worker was allowed to enter in the sty
for distribution of feed ang water. He
used to enter the sty only after putting
nis shces in slaked lime kept at gates.

The animals were given piperazine salts in
feed but it also failed to save the animals
from the malady.

In the ldast, two drugs n-butyle chloride
snd diphenylamine were tried per os. The
animals were diviced in two groups. N-butyle
chloride =t the dose rate of 1 ml per W body
weight was given to one group and diphenylamine
was given at the rate of 3 g /5 g body weight
to inother group. These two drugs worked
very well. A second dosing of n-butyle
chloride after an interval of one week was
also recuired but diphenylamine rmade the faecces
negative for Trichuris eggs in single dose
treatment. Afterwards both the aroups reco-
vered and gained weights. Nome of the pigs,
then died due to this malady.

Conclusions:

N-butyl chloride and diphenylamine were
triec in clinical cases of trichuriasis. hNa
bucyle chloride needed 4 zecond dosing after
4 weex of the first where as dichenylamine
had 2 curative effect in a single dose treat—
ment. astringents, sulohonamides and anti-
biotics failed toc give any fruitful effect.
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