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During the last years protozan Sarcocystis
became the focus of interest of several re-
search centres all over the world, Man and
carnivores in the rural areas are the sour-
ce of sarcosporidiosis in domestic animals
/Rommel and Heydorn 1972, Fayer and Johnson
1973, Gestrich et al. 1975, Munday et al,
1975, Heydorn 1977, Hiepe et al. 1979/.

The present study aimed at examining the ro-
le of dogs in the mode of pig sarcosporidio-
sis transmission under conditions in the
¥ielkopolska region,

Material and wmethods

The studies included 497 dogs of various
bred, sexes and age from the city of Poznat
/600,000 inhabitans/ and 966 dogs, mainly
mongrels, of both sexes and different age
selected at random in 12 rural areas. From
all dogs samples of feces were taken and
examined for evidence of sporoccystis with
flotation method /ZnCl,~NaCl/. Floated de-
bris was examined under light microscope
with 160 x magnification for sporocysts of
Sarcocystis suicanis, Morecover, the results
of routine examinations of pigs, cattle and
sheep af ter sliaughter were taken into consi-
deration,

Resulis

Sporocysts of S. suicanis were found in 14
dogs out of 497 ones examined in the city
of Pozpar, i.e, in 2,82%, ¥hilst out of 966
examined dogs from rural areas sporocysts
of S, suicanis were found in 126 animals,
i.e, in 13,4%. Out of 154 801 pigs routi-~
nely examined in slaughter houses in the
Wielkopolska Tegion 5., miescheriana was
found in 1608 hogs, i.e. 1,044, Out of the-
se hogs 16 were disqualified because of hi-
gh intensity of the parasites and 28 hogs
were classified as low quality.

It is probable that the transmission of

S, miescheriana invasiomn in these hogs was
more extensive for slaughting examination
does not detect every case of the diease
especially that of low intensitiy,

The slaughting examination of cattle and
sheep has shown only single cases of sarco-
sporidiosis in the tosted regiom,

Studies carried out under field conditions
have shown that in case of slaughter pigs
for domestic purposes fresh meat and affec-
ted organs are fed to dogs /Kozakiewicz
1975/.

It is probably the main route of sarcospo-
ridio=is transmission in the rural areas,
Man plays less important role in the trans-
mission of sarcosporidiosis,

Conolusions

The extensity sporocysts of S, suicanis in-
vasion is approximately 5-fcld higher in
dogs inhabited rural areas than in dogs
from the oity of Poznain.

Therefore these dogs might be considered as
a main source of pilg sarcosporidiosis in
this region,
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