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The consumpticon of Pork in Chana is assu—
ming evar increasing dimensions, This state
of affairs has ceoms about as a result of the
raiaxation in the religious taboo on consump-
tion of pork omd pork products. It was
estimated (Oppong 1976) that pigs form 8% of
the total number of animals slaughtered for
food in Ghana.

. There are basically tuwo typés of pigs:-
the local black pig and the exotic pig Tepre-
sented by the Large whits breed of pigs.
Other exotic pigs that have been imported
into the country from Europe at one time or
the other have included the Berlshire, Large
Black, Middle white and Essex. 8y Ffar the
large white pig has been the most successful
surpassing the other breeds in climatic adap-
fation, disease resistance and folerance.
Artificial insemination using imported swine
semen is practically noo-existent and impor

‘ tation of nsw blood to improve pigs in Ghana
has been through the importation of whole
animals.

 HUSBANDRY

Two systems of husbandry prevails in this
country. 0One is the extensive system of free
F2Rge practised commonly in the villages.
Here, pigs {(Local Black Pigs) are tradi-
tignally kep s scavengers and raised merely
as means of wiilizing food wastes of the
village dwellers, on the pigs' own ability to
fend for themselves. Breeding in this type
of hushandry is uncontrolled and piglet
mortality and endoparasitism are very higﬁ;
Sliaughter of mature pigs is based primarily
on ap "on the spot need for cash" rather than
an egcomomic "Cropping" of Farm produce. The
pigs are however hardy and sppear to
withstand some of the debilitating diseases
d,roctlng imported Glgq. To date, there is
little or no record af disease pattercn in the
Ioecal black pig as those that die are buried
without Yeterinarzy consultation and post
maortem sxamination.

The intensive system involves primarily
the recently imported breeds of pigs repre-—
sented by the Large white. Commercial pig
producers use this breed and good clean =
water and Formulatsd rations qrc bUDpTlEG.
Breeding is controlied s

oh

keeping are mado. EnEers ar ﬂrULgrs,'ﬂLd
sows and boars = sioneliy culled and
slaughteresd at G nt sldughter houses
where the meat i cted,
Most of such rsr 1S locate
urban centres of Soutkezn Gh
transitional forest nes of
Brong fhafo Hegions Discms

ole - wi this

e diso: e

mptseat-resord overceas,

~arte not

BOX M.181
GHANA

septica, Streptococcus and Hacmophilus
parasuis. HNutritional myopathy characterised
by degensrative changes in heart musculature
are seen. s Yarisus mapifestation of iron
deficiency ere encountered.

A summary of common conditions diagnosed
in pigs in Ehang is indicated below:

Fneumenis
Enteritis of Varied causes (£. Coli,
Clostridium, Coccidiasis etc.)

Helminthiasis

lasser's disease
Osteochondrosis
ODzdema disease
Erysepalas
Gastric Ulcers
Starvation/Malnutrition
Jowrl abscess
Baby pig anzemia.

£ careful examination of this list indi-—
cates the absence of -viral diseases. The
apparent lack of viral disea ﬁnb dgas not mean

absence of these diseases but possitly Ilack
of adeguate diagnostic facilities for the
isolation and identification of .wiral diseassz
agents.

fiscaris suum is by Far the most predn_
minant helminth affecting swine all over
counfry. This in part dis.due to insfficie
systems of waste disposal, irregular supoly
af anthelmintics and Finally peor nutritiaral
status rendering pigs susceptible to hezuy
worm infestabtions.
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